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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2010.
Present: Councillors Nugent (chairman), Williams, Chapman and Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: eleven members of the public.

************************ ************************************

1. Apologies
None.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the April meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment.
4. KCC and CCC reports
None.
5. Accounts and annual return for 2009/10
The RFO reported on the figures for the year ended 31st March 2010, which showed a surplus of £321. The annual return, including the annual governance statement, was considered and approved by the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.
The meeting also reviewed the Council’s internal controls and considered them sound without the need for alteration. Similarly, internal audit arrangements were reviewed and were considered satisfactory.
6. Insurance
The PC has received a quote from Came & Co., acting as brokers for Aviva which was significantly cheaper than that from the current insurers. In the absence of any reason for doing otherwise, it was resolved to accept the quote from Came & Co./Aviva.

***************** ***************** ********* **********
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At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· Airstrip: it had previously been reported that the airstrip owners had not advertised the dates of their open days and the PC had written to CCC about this. But it had now become clear that the 2010 dates had been advised to the PC some time ago. The airstrip owners had told the PC that they had displayed the appropriate signs but that these had immediately been removed by persons unknown.
· Prince of Wales: the sign urging sensible parking by patrons was no longer in evidence. The Chairman reported that he had reason to believe that the situation here would soon improve.
· Broadband: the issue of obtaining a faster connection in the parish had been raised at the previous meeting. The Chairman said he had made enquiries and action here was dependent on enough people lobbying BT. 

· Play area dog-free issue: it was reported that as long ago as 1998 this area had been covered by a by-law. The Clerk was asked to bring this to the attention of CCC.
**************************** ******************************

7. Planning
There was nothing to report.
8. Report of the Clerk/RFO
Invoices approved for payment:

1. Clerk: £276.93 (salary £234.89; expenses £42.04)

2. James Pughe for grass cutting: £45.50.

3. Eric Fewkes (internal audit) £100.00

4. Insurance as above £437.95.
5. Roger Casement Signs (for extra Kill your Speed sign): £25.38
Cash book and bank balance: at 31st March: £15,614.54 (plus Business Select a/c £16.34.)

Correspondence: no reply had been received in respect of the alleged footpath obstruction. The Clerk was asked to write again.
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9. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Chapman reported the phone call he had received from the owners of the airstrip, in connection with the matter noted above.

Cllr Williams reported that he had moved the Kill your Speed signs again. He will continue to lobby for an interactive sign and it was suggested that Alan Marsh of KCC was the best person to ask about this, when he next attended a PC meeting.
Cllr Keyes said that she hoped to be reconnected to the internet in a week or two.

Cllr Nugent wished formally to record his thanks, and that of the meeting, to Cllr Chapman, the outgoing chairman, for his excellent service to the parish during the tenure of his chairmanship.

10. Confidential resolution
It was resolved to exclude the press and public from the rest of the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

11. Co-option of member

Mrs Sue Chapman had put herself forward for co-option to the PC’s vacancy. Her co-option to the parish council was proposed by Cllr Chapman and seconded by Cllr Nugent and unanimously approved by the meeting.
********************** ****************** ****************

The next meeting will be on June 9th at 7.30 pm, in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 9.30 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

May 18th 2010.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
Michael Nugent, Chairman, Hoath Parish Council.

